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Starts with Love 

 

In loving our neighbour the first thing of importance is the word “loving”. It is an action, true; but what is its source? 
Where does it come from? Well, it comes from the heart of God of course - God is love. And, according to the Bible, 
when we become Christians God gives us a new heart and his spirit comes to live in us. So if we have love at our core, 
why does there need to be a commandment and why do we have such trouble loving each other and even ourselves? 

 

The Bible indicates that the problem begins in the mind, with our thoughts and our mind-set. We think about many 
things but when we set our mind on something or make a decision then we start talking about it and pursuing it. In the 
King James translation, Prov 23:7 reads ‘for as he (a person) thinks in his heart so he is’ (or becomes). This suggests 
that to be loving we need to have a loving mind-set. We need to concentrate on loving thoughts. We need to seek to 
know and receive God’s love for us. We need to seek those things that show God’s love to others. 

See Paul’s exhortations to the Romans (8:5-11), to the Corinthians (2 Cor 10:3-5) and to the Ephesians (4:17-24)  
concerning thoughts and their importance. 
 

But we all know from experience that on our own and with our own determination and strength we are not able to 
transform or renew our minds. However God does promise us renewal.  

Jesus said “If you abide in my word you are truly my disciples and you will know the truth and the truth will make you 
free.” (John 8:31-32) 

 

Prayer: Holy Spirit renew our minds. Help us to check our thoughts and set them to love. 

 

Dorothy Wilkins 

Envelope Steward 
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A SNEAK PEEK 

 

When I met with the Ministry and Personal Committee to discuss my leading worship during Cordelia’s sabbatical, it 
was decided that I would write the minister’s message in the Epistle during the three months that she was away and 
that I would use the first message to introduce myself to the congregation.  My name is Susan Reed. I was raised in a 
Christian home and family.  God has always been a part of my life as prayer, Christian songs and Bible stories were 
part of my growing up. Going to Sunday school, church and after-school church groups as a child naturally morphed 
into teaching Sunday School, joining choir, and leading worship as an adult.   
 
Along the way my thinking about God has grown with me. Indeed as 1 Corinthians 13:11 says “When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.” Yet, my visualization of God still fluctuates  
between an all-encompassing universal cloud of love that we tap into (aka. Star Wars: ‘the Force is always with us’) 
to the wellspring of joy that bubbles within my soul. While I ascribe human characteristics to God (compassion, love, 
forgiveness, etc.), I don’t conceptualize God as male or female yet always refer to God in the masculine.  I depend on 
God for my personal strength and to guide my decisions yet acknowledge God as a universal entity who is accessible 
to all and who oversees the unfolding of the universe. God – omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient and a total 
mystery impossible to define. 
 
I believe in the stories of the Bible as the living word of God although not the literal word of God. Passed down from 
generation to generation, the Bible helps us to understand the meaning of God.  The stories of Jesus, the Apostles, 
and Christians throughout the centuries also provide us with glimpses into how God speaks to us and how we are 
encouraged to lead our lives. I believe that when we share the stories of our lives with each other, we help one  
another understand the power and benevolence of God.  I believe that angels make themselves known to us in the 
form of strangers and as friends and continue to pass on messages from God. 
 
I believe that prayer works.  
 
I love the ritual of church worship that brings a community of the faithful together to pray, to praise and to  
contemplate the way God has moved us in the past and continues to move us into the future. I love the passion with 
which the United Church approaches social justice issues never shying away from advocating through words and 
deeds what we believe to be God’s intent for His kingdom on earth.  I love St. Pauls’ United Church for the grace 
and humility of the congregation who are role models of people who walk the talk and who strive to give their best.  
 
And so for the next three months, I eagerly look forward to leading worship at our church. Although I come with 
what may be a theologically naïve concept of God, a politically incorrect narrative and a reliance on story-telling, I 
bring as well my passion for the Christian faith and my commitment to the God who has walked with me in my daily 
life for decades and will be with me through this adventure as well.  I look forward to you taking this journey with 
me.  
 

Susan Reed 
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Financially Speaking:  Update August 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August givings of $10,462 were $1,986 below our budget target of $12,448.  Our August expenses of $13,467 were 
more than we received by $3,005.  So far this year, we have spent $3,688 more than we have received.  In a  
comparison to last year, our financial position is almost $2,500 better this year than last year.  Usually during the 
summer months, when many of us are not in Church, our givings go down but our expenses remain the same.  This 
depletes our bank account quickly and looking ahead to next Fall, our bank balance will drop by approximately 50% 
from the $7,869 of today to $3,482 by the end of September.  (Please refer to the chart on the next page). 
 
This is where your continued financial support through Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) is so important to St. 
Paul’s.  We will receive your PAR donations, whether you are able to attend Sunday services or not, on the 20th of 
every month.  For example, if you give $100 per month via a cheque, please consider making a PAR donation of $25 
or $50.  You could then put your cheque for the balance of your monthly givings in the collection plate on Sunday as 
usual. Please prayerfully consider making PAR a part of your regular givings strategy.  If you would like more  
information about PAR, please speak to our Envelope Steward, Dorothy Wilkins in person or by telephone at 905 
427 9067.  
 
Our Capital Account givings are very healthy at $15,160.  M&S givings are $9,510 so far this year.  Gifts such as 
these are a way for all of us to support the work of St. Paul’s as a part of our legacy to the world we have left behind. 
All this is to say that our budget is a very important financial tool that we use to anticipate our financial position 
throughout the year.  Our 2018 budget, as approved by this congregation, calls for everyone to increase their givings 
by 2.5%.  We hope that everyone will be able to do that.  For example, if you give $80/month, we are suggesting that 
you increase your givings by $2.00 per month which is about the cost of one cup of coffee at the coffee shop. 
Please consider putting Saturday, October 20th on your calendar as the night of our new look Fall Fundraiser.  Look 
for more information elsewhere in the Epistle and for future notices and announcements in the coming weeks and 
months.  
 
Stewardship is rendered in many forms whether as gifts of time, talents and skills, or treasure.  Your gifts are  
appreciated.  Your gifts will help St. Paul's to continue to be a place for everyone to reach out to for worship and 

prayer, for comfort, for social interaction, and for help.   

                                                                                                                 FINANCE 

Donations From All Sources August YTD 

What We Needed (from all sources)  $         12,448  $    110,821 

Total We Received (including from the Building Fund)  $         10,462  $    119,274 

What We Spent  $         13,467  $    122,962 

Surplus / Shortfall (Total Received less What We Spent) $         - 3,005  $     - 3,688 

     

Capital Fund Donations  $              514  $     15,160 

M&S Donations  $              919  $      9,510 
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                                                                                       FINANCE (con’t) 

 
 

Stewardship is rendered in many forms whether as gifts of time, talents. skills, or treasure.  Your gifts are  
appreciated.  Your gifts will help St. Paul's to continue to be a place for everyone to reach out to for worship and  
prayer, for comfort, for social interaction, and for help.   
 

 

 

If anyone has any comments or simply just wishes to better understand this graph’s meaning and how this 
graph works, please contact Robert Hunt at 416 458 5888.  All questions are welcome. 
 

Your Finance Committee 

October  2018     The Ep is t le                                                              
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Soup, Songs and Sweets 

The Worship and Music committee is pleased to host another round of soups, songs and 
sweets. Please circle this date on your calendar and plan to attend- Sunday, October 14, 2018. 
 
It will be held in the Gathering Place following our regular Sunday morning worship service. 
In order for it to be a success, you will need to come with a good appetite and a love for  
music. Lois Craig will be providing the accompaniment on the piano. 
 

In order for this event to be successful, we are seeking donations of soup and sweets to serve our members. If you can 
help us out with a donation, please contact Linda Westendorp at 905-683-7670. We are also in need of kitchen helpers 
that day.  Please invite a neighbour, family member or a friend to come with you, and enjoy the fellowship of food 
and song  
 

 

Join the Choir this Fall 

 

You’ve heard them sing the Caribbean Mass, and it looked like so much fun.  You hear them every week, singing 
Praise to God and you want to be a part of it. 
 
The best time to join the Choir is while there are experienced members to help you learn.  We have room for women 
and men with high and low voices. 
 
For more info speak to any Choir member, or call Lois at 905-427-3800, or email her at lcraigbflat@gmail.com 
YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harpist, Liane James will be coming on October 14, during the 10:30 a.m. service.  She will accompany the Choir as 
they sing John Rutter’s For the Beauty of the Earth. 
 
You won’t want to miss it so invite your friends, family and neighbours. 
 
 

Senior Choir Open House 

Have you ever wondered what happens during a Senior Choir practice?  You’re invited to come see, sing, and  
experience it.  This year’s Open House/Bring a Friend Night for St. Paul’s Senior Choir is Thursday, 
October 18 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Practice will end at 8:15 pm followed by a time of fun, fellowship and food.  Visitors will be invited to 
sing with the choir Sunday, October 21, 2018. 
 
N.B. Until 7:00 pm ring the bell on the Parking Lot door. It’s marked Choir Room/Piano Lessons.  

After 7:00 pm ring the bell labelled Church on the side door near the Minister’s Office 
 
For more info, speak to any choir member; email Lois at lcraigbflat@gmail.com; or phone Lois at 905-427-3800. 

mailto:lcraigbflat@gmail.com
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Church Bazaar 

 

The annual St. Paul's Bazaar is now only 1 month way.  The Event is scheduled for Saturday November 3, 2018 from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm (Please note the new time). 
 
We have decided this year to change the time. The bazaar will open at 10:00 am, Lunchroom will open at  
10:30 am  and the event will end at 1:00. 
 
Donations of knitting, crocheting, sewing,  and crafts are appreciated. The Country Kitchen will be pleased to feature 
your jams, jellies and preserves.  We will have vendors on the second and third floor.  St. Paul's will have 2 tables to 
feature any donations of crafts, knitting or crocheting from the congregation.   Come and bring a friend to see the  
terrific items we have for sale and stay for a bite of lunch. 
 
Any donated items can be dropped at the church on Friday afternoon from 1:00 pm to 5:30 pm and Saturday morning 
from 8:00 to 9:30 . If you wish to volunteer at the bazaar, please contact Jennifer Cree, Bazaar Convenor    
at (905) 686-4467 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul's UCW Meeting for October 16, 2018 
 
On Tuesday, October 16, 2018 St. Paul's UCW will be having their General Meeting.  The meeting will start at 1:00 
pm in The Fellowship Room.   
 
Don't forget to bring your suggestions as to where you would like your volunteer  “UCW Thank Offering” to go this 
year.  No decision was made at our September meeting, so you can still bring your ideas.  
 
All plans will be finalized for our upcoming bazaar in November. Don't forget to bring a friend and anyone needing a 
ride may phone Valerie Wilson at 905-683-8798.  
 

UCW 
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Hello Everyone. Think Saturday, October 20, 2018.  Fall has arrived and I am here to remind all of you that one of St. 
Paul’s annual autumn traditions is fast approaching.  Yes, I am talking about our Fall “Fun”draiser.  This years’ event 
will be an evening of hamming it up, racking your brain and supporting St. Paul’s.  “What do I mean?” you say.  How 
can that be?  Those answers are really quite simple.   

 

Hamming It up.  This years’ event dinner will fill you up as we are preparing a Baked Ham dinner complete with all 
the trimmings, seasonal pies for dessert, as well of coffee and tea of course.  Dinner will be one sitting and starts at 
5pm.  If you require a gluten free dessert please contact the church office at 905 683 4740.  Watch for posters that will 
be put up around the church and check out the Epistle for more details. 

 

Racking your Brain.  After dinner, we are hosting a very fun game of trivia.  Players can come as individuals, couples, 
or teams of six.  We will have with us an experienced trivia master who has previous experience hosting this type of 
event in other churches in our area.    

 

Supporting St. Paul’s.  Many of you have enjoyed the raffle we have held during this fundraising event but this year, 
we have had to suspend the raffle for this year.  This is because of Lottery regulations and we need to figure a way to 
allow that to happen again without breaking those laws.  Instead, we will be holding two fun events.  Tickets for the 
dinner and all of the fun and games are $20 per person. 

 

One will be a Silent Auction which we will hold both before and after dinner.  There will be lots of great items on the 
auction table.  Also, we will be holding a Great Balloon Surprise Game.  Prizes will be valued at $20 and all you need 
to do to win a prize is to buy a balloon.  Sounds too good to be true??  Well, after all we are all church folks and so 
every balloon will win a prize.  The only folks who will not win a prize are those folks who do not buy a balloon.  
Will one of the balloons be filled with water??  No, that would be mean and who among us mean?  Disagreeable or 
irritating perhaps, but definitely not mean. 

 

Saturday, October 20, 2018. The whole evening will be over in three or so hours meaning that we will all be able to 
have a great meal, participate in a game, financially support St. Paul’s, and be home in bed in time to get a good 
nights’ sleep and make to church on time the next morning. 

 

For those of you who want to get your tickets before they are sold out, they will be on sale downstairs in The  
Gathering Place after the service on Sunday and from Catharine in the office starting Monday.  Please note there will 
not be tickets available at the door so buy your tickets soon. 
  

We are looking for Prize Balloon donations.  These donation slips will be available from the office or at the back of 
the church after the service today  

                                                                                                         FUNDRAISING 
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**Baked Ham Dinner       **Trivia Night  

 

**PRIZE BALLOON GAME** 

 

**Silent Auction          **Pop & Win  

Coming Oct 20 2018 

 
Unfortunately there will be no Raffle this year. The Town regulations and licensing requirements are too daunting  
for this year, BUT we may have something that could be a lot more FUN. 

 

So how does the Prize Balloon Game work? It starts with many prizes of about $20 each from various donors about 
the church. Any group or individual donation would be welcome. Each prize would be assigned a number. Then we 
would inflate a balloon for each donation with the corresponding number placed inside. Each balloon would be of-
fered for sale at $20 but nobody would know which prize was designated. The buyer would pop the balloon and take 
the ticket to claim the prize. We would even provide the hat pin! (Of course you might be able to trade prizes later 
with other winners but that is your business.) 

 

All you need to do is: 

 contact Dorothy Wilkins if you are interested or wish further information at  
 905-427-9067 or dtwilkins@bell.net 
 gather together something new; highly desirable or just wacky. Suggested value 

~$20.00 
 bundle the item(s) and notify Dorothy. A tax receipt will be available. 
 When you come to the dinner, watch the excitement, hear the balloons pop and see 

the look of surprise on the faces of the winners.  
 If you have already created a raffle basket you have a choice to have it entered into 

the silent Auction or join our balloon popping game. 
 

 

 

Thank you for your support 

 
 

 

 

“FUN”dRAISER 
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Prize Balloon Game Donations 

 

We are looking for donations for the PRIZE BALLOON GAME that will be part of this year’s BAKED HAM  
DINNER AND TRIVIA NIGHT on October  20, 2018 at St Paul’s United Church, Ajax in place of a Raffle.  
Your donation would help.  Thank you.  
 
PRIZE Balloon Game: Each donation would be given a number . A balloon for  each donation would be inflated 
with the corresponding number inside. Each balloon would be offered for sale at $20. The buyer would break the bal-
loon and claim the corresponding donation. 
 

GAME Donations: Items with value of about $20.00. These could include homemade items, gift cards to  
restaurants, gift cards to local spa, theatre or sports tickets, new gifts of jewellery, sports equipment, clothing,  
ornaments, china, etc. If you have a donation or a question about a donation, please contact Dorothy Wilkins at  
905-427-9067. 

Please complete and return to the church by October 7, 2018 

 

DONOR’S NAME:  ________________________________________ 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 

(Phone)___________________________ 

 

(Email Address) _________________________________________ 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: _____________________________________ 
 

 

              

 

              

 

              

“FUN”dRAISER (con’t) 
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St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook 

 

Looking for the perfect hostess gift?  Searching for just the right Christmas gift for that hard-to-buy-for relative? 
Needing an ideal present for a bridal shower?  Hunting for a unique gift for a teacher? Then St. 
Paul’s has the answer to all your shopping needs.  
 
The St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook is here.  With over 300 recipes from 86 different cooks  
representing current and past St. Paul’s members, the St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook is the  
perfect gift for beginner to experienced cooks.  The book contains everything from soup to nuts 
(Potato Leek to Rosemary Cashews) and from A to Z (Apple Cake with Brown Sugar Sauce to  
Zucchini Pie).   There are recipes for appetizers, soups, salads, breads, loaves, muffins, main 
courses, side dishes, desserts, cakes, pies, cookies, squares, sweets, preserves, sauces and an 
assortment of other recipes.   
 
The St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook is on sale for $20.00 and can be purchased after church on Sundays in October or 
at the church Bazaar on November 3, 2018.  For more information contact Jennifer Cree or Susan Reed.   
 
Don’t forget when you are buying cookbooks for family and friends, to pick up your own copy.   
 
 
 

Mission and Service Hosts an Alzheimer Society Coffee Break 
 

On Sunday, October 21, 2018 the Mission and Service committee will be asking for donations for the Alzheimer  
Society.  Every year the Alzheimer Society has a fundraiser to help the local branches (in this case Durham Region) 
raise much-needed funds for local programs and services for people with Alzheimer’s disease and their care partners. 
 
It will be so easy.  Join us after the Church service in the Gathering Place for our usual refreshments and fellowship. 
We will have a variety of brochures that you can read there or take home with information about the disease.  We will 
also have a container for monetary donations, large or small.  All donations will be given to the Alzheimer Society of 
Durham Region.  
 
The Society has trained and professional staff to help individuals and families deal with a new diagnosis.  They hold 
education sessions for patients and families, presentations for community groups, and have many programs to keep 
people active in the community.  
 
Come to the Coffee Break on October 21 and find out more. 
 
Submitted by 

Helen Dowse 

    ST. PAUL’S 

                                                                                          MISSION AND SERVICE 
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JOIN WITH US TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE GOD.  

 

Sunday Worship  -  10:30 am 

 

 

Wheelchair Accessible  -  Hearing Assistance 

 

 

Sunday School and Nursery Care available during Sunday Worship. 

Fellowship and coffee time follows every worship service. 

Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month.  

 

 

Baptisms and Weddings may be arranged by  

calling the Church Office.  

Meeting Space is available for booking.  

Our office is open weekdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

 

 

Minister:  the Rev. Cordelia Karpenko 

Office Administrator:  Catharine Ottaway 

Music Director:  Lois Craig 

 

 

We come to experience, show and share the difference God’s love 

in Christ makes in our lives.  We strive to be a people growing  

spiritually while reaching out to others in response to Jesus Christ.  

 

 

65 King’s Cres.,  

Ajax, ON  L1S 2M4 

Phone: 905-683-4740 

E-mail: 

office@stpaulsajax.org 

St. Paul’s United Church 

We’re on the web! 

www.stpaulsajax.org 

The next Epistle will be  
issued on November 1, 2018 
 
DEADLINE for articles is  
October 26, 2018 
 
Please send articles to       
Wendy Mason at             
goosemason@yahoo.ca  



2018 DIRECTORY FOR ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH, AJAX

Church email address: office@stpaulsajax.org, Website: www.stpaulsajax.org
Fax: 905 683 4812 (Please call before sending a fax.)

Holy Communion is served during the regular worship service the first Sunday of each month.

Baptism takes place on the third Sunday each month.
Preparation meetings are held on the Saturday prior to the Baptism.

The office is open weekdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The answering machine is available for messages at all times.

Committee / Group / Position Chair / Leader / Personnel Telephone Number

Church Staff

Minister
Rev. Cordelia Karpenko
revcordelia@stpaulsajax.org

905 683 4740

Office Administrator
Room Bookings

Catharine Ottaway
office@stpaulsajax.org

905 683 4740

Director of Music Lois Craig, M.M., B. Mus., A.R.C.T. 905 427 3800

Congregation Representatives

Chair of Congregation Stuart McLean 905 619 2079

Secretary of Congregation Crystal Ojala-McLean 905 619 2079

Council Representatives

Chair of Church Council Winston Pinnock 416 677 0297

Vice Chair of Council

Secretary of Church Council Crystal Ojala-McLean 905 619 2079

Christian Education

Communications Jeff Wood, Katie Cronin-Wood 905 686 8793

Finance Robert Hunt 416 458 5888

Ministry and Personnel
Cathy Mullen, 905 683 6255,

Brad Sherwin 905 493 1482

Mission and Service Helen Dowse 905 619 0647

Men’s Group Michael Morrison 416 819 4948

Presbytery Rep. Bill Sheaves 905 686 5829

Property Peter Tietze 905 683 8098

Treasurer Wendy Mason 905 427 2817

Trustees Dave Eagleson 905 428 3404

United Church Women Grace Sheaves 905 686 5829

Worship and Music Linda Westendorp 905 683 7670

Supplementary Positions / Group Leaders

Envelope Steward Dorothy Wilkins 905 427 9067

Epistle Editor Wendy Mason 905 427 2817

Church School Coordinator Jennifer Cree 905 686 4467

Lay Visitors Team Stuart McLean 905 619 2079

C.G.I.T. Sonja Ruscica 647 463 7417

Messengers / Explorers Alison Siefert 905 427 9509

Prayer Shawl Ministry Susan Reed 905 686 1325

Outside Groups

Brain Tumour Support Todd Goold 1 800 265 5106 ex. 237

Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous (FA) Lynn Ford, lynnford@rogers.com 416 706 7299, 905 837 5588

PROBUS Club of Durham West Ann Buffett annbuffett@sympatico.ca

Sunshine Nursery School Suzanne Vousdon 905 427 6744


