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From the Chair of Congregation 

Fall Congregational Meeting – Sunday November 18, 2018 after Worship service 

 

James 5:7: “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.” 

 

I hope everyone has had a chance to get out and enjoy some of the wonderful fall weather that we’ve been so blessed 
with over the past few weeks. And although we are on the slow march towards winter, we need to recognize how lucky 
we are to live in an area of the world which experiences all four seasons. I for one would miss them if I lived  
somewhere that didn’t have them. Spring washes clean as plants bloom and birds return. Summer kisses with warmth 
and sunshine. Fall is resplendent with colour. And winter purifies and refreshes. They are each unique. And they add  
variety to life that is just not available in other parts of the world. We live in God’s world, and I thank God each time 
the seasons change.  
 
This has been another busy fall season at St. Paul’s. The revised St. Paul’s website (www.stpaulsajax.org) was 
launched with a great new look and a whole bunch of modern features. The Heritage Cook Books are now available  
for purchase. They not only look fantastic, but they are also overflowing with delicious recipes to try. The wonderful 
Ham Dinner and Trivia night was a huge success. Everyone had a lot of fun and it helped raise important funds that 
ensure the financial health of our church. Your church council has also been very busy, and I was fortunate enough to 
be able to steal time on their most recent agenda to discuss plans for our fall congregational meeting. 
 
I am happy to report that our fall congregational meeting will take place on Sunday November 18, 2018mmediately  
following our Worship Service, and we will host it in The Gathering Place downstairs.  
 
This time around we’re going to have a fairly short meeting, since we only have a couple of important topics to  
discuss. Robert is going to give us an update on our finances. Kim Lawrence is going provide an update on her  
Pastoral Care activities. And given the costs involved, the Council is looking for feedback and approval on what we 
should do about the roof of the church which is in need of repair. 
 
I hope everyone is able to come out and participate since we will be discussing important priorities taking place within 
our church. For those who are able to attend, I look forward to seeing you in The Gathering Place after Worship on 
Sunday November 18, 2018.  And as always, please let me know in advance if there are any additional topics you 
would like discussed during the meeting so I can ensure they are included on the Agenda. 
 

Respectfully,  

Stuart McLean,  

Chair of Congregation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsajax.org
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If there was ever a month of the year that we should feel sorry for, it would be the month of November.  Sandwiched 
between the powerhouse months of October with its coloured leaves and Thanksgiving gatherings and December 
with its twinkling lights and Christmas celebrations, November lacks colour and vitality.  It is the month when the 
leaves die and fall from the trees, and when the clock is turned back and darkness comes earlier.  Its only holiday is 
called Remembrance Day and seeks to honour our war dead and focuses on dark periods of Canada’s history. There 
is no special food associated with November, no songs dedicated to the season, no traditions linked to the celebration 
of family. Poor November.  
 
November can be symbolic of our faith journey as well. We can point to the highs on our faith journey, the Octobers 
and Decembers, when our relationship with God is full of thankfulness, praise and we are surrounded by the joys of 
fellowship and love.  But there are other times when we struggle through the dark times, the Novembers of our lives, 
when it feels as if God has fallen away and the light diminishes. It is as normal as a calendar year that we all go 
through the ups and downs of life.  The good news for the Christian is that God is with us every day of the year and 
so when we find ourselves in periods of doubt and fear, of grief and pain or of loneliness and heartache we can be 
assured that God is there with us.   
 
Sometimes we need a November in our lives to help us regroup and reenergize.  A time when we can focus our 
thoughts on our relationship with God.  When we can take the time with God to say ‘Remember Me’ and can  
respond openly to hearing His direction and His plan for our lives.   
 
Just as November seems a perfect month to find the warmth in a mug of hot chocolate, sweaters and fires in the  
fireplace, we can use the Novembers of our faith journey to surround ourselves with the warmth and comfort of 
God’s love for us. And in His love we can feel His healing, His understanding or His forgiveness.  And just as the 
month of November only lasts 30 days so too are the Novembers in our lives, finite.   The coming of Jesus brings 
hope and light into our year and into our lives.   
 
In our church calendar November 25, 2018 is Reign of Christ Sunday when we celebrate the life of Jesus Christ as  
portrayed through the Gospel message. We celebrate the fact that Jesus is Lord of All, that through His coming, His 
death and resurrection, Jesus has made the love of God accessible to all of us and shown us a glimpse of the  
Kingdom of God.  With that as its central spiritual message, November becomes a month not to be pitied but to be 
celebrated. At St. Paul’s we will do just that with a potluck luncheon after church on November 25, 2018. In the 
meantime, enjoy some quiet time with God as you remember the faith journey you have taken.   
 
Happy November.   
 

Susan  
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Financially Speaking : Update ; September 30, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September total givings of $13,369 were $1,312 above our budget target of $12,057.  This is wonderful.  Envelope 
givings for September of $11,249 were almost 28% above budget. Terrific!!  Perhaps there were some catch-up  
givings in this number as our year-to-date givings budget target and our actual year-to-date givings are now almost 
identical.  Put another way, you have increased your givings by the 2.5% requested in the budget as originally  
forecast at the February congregational meeting.  We hope and pray that this trend will continue throughout the rest 
of the year.  
 
Our expenses for the month of September at $15,993 were more than we received by $2,624. So far this year, we 
have spent $6,311 more than we have received.  Although these are negative numbers, in comparison to last year, our 
financial position is $3,663 better this year than last.   
 
Usually during the summer months, when many of us are not in Church, our givings drop dramatically but, our  
expenses remain the same.  Our bank account which had a balance of $6,154 as of September 30th, is projected to be 
approximately $3,411 by the end of December (look at the chart below).   This is not a very big cushion heading into 
2019 considering that our expenses are somewhere in the neighbourhood of $17,000 monthly 
This is where your continued financial support is so important.  Your continued regular envelope and Pre-Authorized 
Remittance (PAR) givings are vital to St. Paul’s.  With PAR, we will receive your givings, whether you are able to 
attend Sunday services or not, on the 20th of every month.  For example, if you give $100 per month via a cheque, 
please consider making a  
  
PAR donation of $25 or $50.  You could then put your cheque for the balance of your monthly givings in the  
collection plate on Sunday as you are able. Please prayerfully consider making PAR a part of your regular givings 
strategy.  If you would like more information about PAR, please speak to our Envelope Steward, Dorothy Wilkins, in 
person or by telephone at 905 427 9067.  
 
Our Capital Account givings are very healthy at $17,149.  M&S givings are $10,575 so far this year.  Gifts such as 
these are a way for all of us to support the work of St. Paul’s as a part of our legacy to the world we have left behind. 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                 FINANCE 

Donations From All Sources August YTD 

What We Needed (from all sources)  $         12,057  $    122,878 

Total We Received (including from the Building Fund)  $         13,369  $    132,644 

What We Spent  $         15,993  $    138,955 

Surplus / Shortfall (Total Received less What We Spent) $         - 2,624  $     - 6,311 

     

Capital Fund Donations  $           1,989  $      17,149 

M&S Donations  $           1,066  $      10,575 
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                                                                                       FINANCE (con’t) 

 
Stewardship is rendered in many forms whether as gifts of time, talents and skills, or treasure.  Your gifts are  
appreciated.  Your gifts will help St. Paul's to continue to be a place for everyone to reach out to for worship and  
prayer, for comfort, for social interaction, and for help.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has any comments or simply just wishes to better understand this graph’s meaning and how this 
graph works, please contact Robert Hunt at 416 458 5888.  All questions are welcome. 

 

Your Finance Committee 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Special Christmas Music 

Date: Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Time: 10:30 am - during the Sunday service 

Please join us as the St Paul's United Church Senior Choir presents Christmas Presence by Pepper 
Choplin. “Christmas Presence” is a musical telling of the Christmas story and its impact on our 
lives and the lives of those around us. Beautiful original melodies and thoughtful texts are paired 
with and inspired by favourite carols of old in a unique and creative way. 

 
Wheelchair Accessible/Hearing Assistive Devices available. For more information, please contact 
the Church office at 905-683-4740 or email office@stpaulsajax.org. 

 

 

 

Christmas Carols During Advent 

As is our tradition at St. Paul’s, we’ll we singing your favorite Christmas Carols before the morning service, starting  
December 2, 2018 at 10:25 a.m. 

Come with your favorite’s title in mind, or arrive a few minutes early to check Voices United 35 – 78 and 91. 

Why not invite a friend who is looking for an opportunity to sing carols and get in the mood for Christmas. 

 

 

White Gift Sunday 
 

This year, December 2, 2018 is White Gift Sunday at St Paul’s. 

This is when we collect gifts for some of those in our community who might not otherwise receive any gifts at  
Christmas. On December 2, 2018, if you are able, please bring in a new gift item for a child, youth, man or woman, 
wrapped in white paper or a white bag. The Mission and Service committee will sort out the gifts and deliver them to 
the local shelters over the following week  
 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Helen Dowse 

 

mailto:office@stpaulsajax.org
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St. Paul's UCW General Meeting 

 

Our meeting this month will be held on Tuesday November 20th. Please come and join us in the Fellowship Room at 
1:00 pm. Susan Reed, along with Jennifer Cree, and Bernie Rosebush will provide us with our program and devotion. 
In order to know just what the program will be, you will have it come as it is a “SURPRISE”, and you know you 
won't want to miss it!!!.   
 
Darlene Fawcett and Catharine Ottaway will be in charge of snacks and setup. Don't forget to invite a friend or two. 
Anyone needing a ride may phone Valerie Wilson at 905-683-8798, the night before to arrange for a ride. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APPLE CRISP SUNDAY – November 11  
 
On November  11, 2018, we invite the members of the congregation to Apple Crisp Sunday in the Gathering Place 
after the morning service. Warm apple crisp and whipped cream as well as a variety of apple desserts will be available 
for you to sample with your Sunday morning coffee.  
 
 

UCW 

                                                                                                         SPARC 
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ST. PAUL’S BOOK CLUB 
 
 
The ST. PAUL’S BOOK CLUB invites you to join us on the four th Tuesday of the 
month at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Room to talk about the month’s novel.   
In November we will be reading ‘Return to Me’ by Lynn Austin (Book 1 of the  
Restoration Chronicles).  We meet on November 27, 2018. 
  
We have no meeting in December but return in 2019.  The dates of the meetings and the 
books we are reading are listed below. 
  
Jan 22 – ‘The Very Marrow of Our Bones’ by Christine Higdon 
  
Feb 26 – ‘The Great Alone’ by Kristen Hannah 
  
Mar 26 – ‘Perfume Garden’ by Kate Lord Brown 
  
Apr 23 – ‘Home for Unwanted Girls’ by Joanna Goodman 
 
We hope you will consider joining our group.  
 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 
The Property Committee is looking for a new Chair as Peter Tietze steps down after nearly five years of dedicated 
service, first as a member and then as Chair.  This is a vital role in the life of our church in ensuring that our building 
is maintained to continue to welcome people with open arms.  

If you are interested in stepping into this role please contact Peter directly at ptietze@trebbet.com, or phone him at 
905.683.8098.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         CONGREGATION CONNECTIONS 

mailto:ptietze@trebbet.com
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Relaunching the St. Paul’s United Church Website  

 

You told us and we listened.  The St. Paul’s United Church website (www.stpaulsajax.org) has been relaunched and 
is even better than before.  
 

 You told us you wanted the website to be more interactive and invitational, with more up to date information  
 on church events, online donation functionality, highlight what groups are doing, pictures, recordings, more 

outreach information on what makes us special; 
 You told us you wanted the website to help us convey that St. Paul’s is alive and well spiritually and that we 

will welcome people wherever they are on their spiritual journey; 
 You said let's show people the warmth of the church and the family feel, that we welcome you, that the church 

is keeping with the times – we are new and up to date, we’re an open church that has something to offer for 
everyone; and, 

 You said, let’s use the website to invite people to come, give us a look and a listen so that they might like us 
well enough to come back! 

 
And we did it! 
 
So whether you are a long-time member or visiting the website to learn more about SPUC, we hope you find the  
information we have posted on our website interesting and informative. 
 
We hope you use it as a way to be more invitational – to invite your family, friends, neighbours and colleagues to 
come and visit - and perhaps stay. 
 
Whether they have questions about our Worship services, our Programs, Activities and Outreach, our Partnerships 
with other groups or our Events, the website has something for everyone. 
 
In addition, St. Paul’s is also now on Twitter @SPUCAjax and has two Facebook pages – one a closed group and one 
a public page. 
 
Look for us on any of these platforms and help share the word about the Church with the Open Arms. 
 
Submitted by 

Jeff & Katie, 

Co-Chairs, Communications 
 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

http://www.stpaulsajax.org
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Stewardship 2018 

 
Our focus on Stewardship is coming to a close and there are a few more things that need to be said. 
 
The first is about the Intentional Commitment sheet. It was sent out by mail along with your interim tax receipt and 
also by e-mail. This guideline was prepared by the United Church of Canada to help us think about our finances.  
Included is a Proportional Giving Chart with values for 2% and 10% of your net income so as to give you some  
perspective on amounts. It is important that you know that our budget for next year will probably include a 2.5%  
increase due to inflation and rising costs. Now everyone has their own unique financial circumstances and expenses, 
so it is very much a personal decision and God knows this. This chart is just a guide to let you see the effect of regular 
giving. 
 
Do know that God blesses a cheerful giver of any amount. Once you and your family have considered your resources 
and your response for giving, please fill in the Response Form or Letter of Intention. 
 
The Letter of Intention is not binding and can be changed at any time. The form can be returned in the church  
collection plate, placed in the cubby in the chapel marked “W” or returned to the church office. If you have any  
questions or concerns, please contact Dorothy Wilkins (905-427-9067). I would be pleased to give your more  
information. The plan is to dedicate all the letters to God’s Mission at our New Year’s Eve celebration on November 
25, 2018 to which all are invited.  
 
Just a word about the Gifts with Vision catalogue, which has just arrived. It is exciting because it addresses real and 
urgent needs of our local programs and partners. Take a moment to look through it. I hope you will consider these 
gifts when deciding on how to honour a special person in your life or when choosing Christmas gifts. 
 

What is there left to be said about “Loving Our Neighbours”? Probably as many things as there are people attending 
St Paul’s. I am learning that loving our neighbours starts with love – love in our hearts, love in our thoughts and love 
in our prayers. It is the love of God and his wisdom that results in love of his creation and all his creatures, including 
ourselves. 
 
After our mind is set on love we must step out to embrace whatever God has in store for us. 

 

“May God continue to bless this congregation at St Paul’s  
and  

equip us to continue “Loving our Neighbours”. 
 
 
 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP RECAP 



 

St Paul’s Potluck Luncheon 

“ It’s New Year’s Eve” 
         November 25 2018 

 

You are invited to celebrate 

God’s Grace and Goodness 

downstairs in the Gathering Place 

immediately following Worship  

as St. Paul’s welcomes in a new year in the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now is the time to sing a new song as we enter a new year.  

 

Come and see friends both old and new and savour  

the laughter and joy of a meal together. 

 

 

 



2018 DIRECTORY FOR ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH, AJAX

Church email address: office@stpaulsajax.org, Website: www.stpaulsajax.org
Fax: 905 683 4812 (Please call before sending a fax.)

Holy Communion is served during the regular worship service the first Sunday of each month.

Baptism takes place on the third Sunday each month.
Preparation meetings are held on the Saturday prior to the Baptism.

The office is open weekdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The answering machine is available for messages at all times.

Committee / Group / Position Chair / Leader / Personnel Telephone Number

Church Staff

Minister
Rev. Cordelia Karpenko
revcordelia@stpaulsajax.org

905 683 4740

Office Administrator
Room Bookings

Catharine Ottaway
office@stpaulsajax.org

905 683 4740

Director of Music Lois Craig, M.M., B. Mus., A.R.C.T. 905 427 3800

Congregation Representatives

Chair of Congregation Stuart McLean 905 619 2079

Secretary of Congregation Crystal Ojala-McLean 905 619 2079

Council Representatives

Chair of Church Council Winston Pinnock 416 677 0297

Vice Chair of Council

Secretary of Church Council Crystal Ojala-McLean 905 619 2079

Christian Education

Communications Jeff Wood, Katie Cronin-Wood 905 686 8793

Finance Robert Hunt 416 458 5888

Ministry and Personnel
Cathy Mullen 905 683 6255

Brad Sherwin 905 493 1482

Mission and Service Helen Dowse 905 619 0647

Men’s Group Michael Morrison 416 819 4948

Presbytery Rep. Bill Sheaves 905 686 5829

Property

Treasurer Wendy Mason 905 427 2817

Trustees Dave Eagleson 905 428 3404

United Church Women Grace Sheaves 905 686 5829

Worship and Music Linda Westendorp 905 683 7670

Supplementary Positions / Group Leaders

Envelope Steward Dorothy Wilkins 905 427 9067

Epistle Editor Wendy Mason 905 427 2817

Church School Coordinator Jennifer Cree 905 686 4467

Lay Visitors Team Stuart McLean 905 619 2079

LEAP
Cordelia Karpenko
Catharine Ottaway

905 683 4740

Prayer Shawl Ministry Susan Reed 905 686 1325

Outside Groups

Brain Tumour Support Todd Goold 1 800 265 5106 ex. 237

Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous (FA) Garry McCready 905 904 1264

PROBUS Club of Durham West Ann Buffett annbuffett@sympatico.ca

Sunshine Nursery School Suzanne Vousdon 905 427 6744
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Church email address: office@stpaulsajax.org, Website: www.stpaulsajax.org
Fax: 905 683 4812 (Please call before sending a fax.)

Holy Communion is served during the regular worship service the first Sunday of each month.

Baptism takes place on the third Sunday each month.
Preparation meetings are held on the Saturday prior to the Baptism.

The office is open weekdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The answering machine is available for messages at all times.

Committee / Group / Position Chair / Leader / Personnel Telephone Number

Church Staff

Minister
Rev. Cordelia Karpenko
revcordelia@stpaulsajax.org

905 683 4740

Office Administrator
Room Bookings

Catharine Ottaway
office@stpaulsajax.org

905 683 4740

Director of Music Lois Craig, M.M., B. Mus., A.R.C.T. 905 427 3800

Congregation Representatives

Chair of Congregation Stuart McLean 905 619 2079

Secretary of Congregation Crystal Ojala-McLean 905 619 2079

Council Representatives

Chair of Church Council Winston Pinnock 416 677 0297

Vice Chair of Council

Secretary of Church Council Crystal Ojala-McLean 905 619 2079

Christian Education

Communications Jeff Wood, Katie Cronin-Wood 905 686 8793

Finance Robert Hunt 416 458 5888

Ministry and Personnel
Cathy Mullen, 905 683 6255,

Brad Sherwin 905 493 1482

Mission and Service Helen Dowse 905 619 0647

Men’s Group Michael Morrison 416 819 4948

Presbytery Rep. Bill Sheaves 905 686 5829

Property Peter Tietze 905 683 8098

Treasurer Wendy Mason 905 427 2817

Trustees Dave Eagleson 905 428 3404

United Church Women Grace Sheaves 905 686 5829

Worship and Music Linda Westendorp 905 683 7670

Supplementary Positions / Group Leaders

Envelope Steward Dorothy Wilkins 905 427 9067

Epistle Editor Wendy Mason 905 427 2817

Church School Coordinator Jennifer Cree 905 686 4467

Lay Visitors Team Stuart McLean 905 619 2079

C.G.I.T. Sonja Ruscica 647 463 7417

Messengers / Explorers Alison Siefert 905 427 9509

Prayer Shawl Ministry Susan Reed 905 686 1325

Outside Groups

Brain Tumour Support Todd Goold 1 800 265 5106 ex. 237

Food Addicts in Recovery Anonymous (FA) Lynn Ford, lynnford@rogers.com 416 706 7299, 905 837 5588

PROBUS Club of Durham West Ann Buffett annbuffett@sympatico.ca

Sunshine Nursery School Suzanne Vousdon 905 427 6744


