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Special Christmas Services 

 

December 2 - Advent 1 - HOPE - White Gift Sunday. SPARC has a special gift for  the congregation that day. 
 
December 9 - Advent 2 - PEACE - Choir  presentation of “Christmas Presence”, our Christmas cantata. 
 
Please join us as the St Paul's United Church Senior Choir, over 20 voices strong, and our narrators Winston Pinnock 
and Marie Nesbitt, present: Christmas Presence by Pepper Choplin.  
 
Christmas Presence is a musical telling of the Christmas story and its impact on our lives and the lives of those around 
us. Beautiful original melodies and thoughtful texts are paired with and inspired by favourite carols of old in a unique 
and creative way. Plan to come and invite your family, friends and neighbours too! 
Wheelchair Accessible/Hearing Assistive Devices available 
For more information, please contact the Church office at 905-683-4740 or email office@stpaulsajax.org. 
 
December 16 - Advent 3 - JOY - Worship service 10:30 am. 
 
December 23 - Advent 4 - LOVE - Worship service 10:30 am. 
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve) 7:00 pm SPUC Gospel Hour. Susan has written a radio show about a mystery  
concerning a noise by-law investigation in Bethlehem. Several people will be participating with speaking roles, as  
well as members of the choir providing music. Gary Faulkner is helping out with sound effects. Sounds like fun! 
 
December 24 (Christmas Eve) 11:15 pm Candlelight Communion service- Susan will lead the group in a quiet  
contemplative service. 
 
For more information about our Christmas Eve services, please see page 5 or refer to the “flyer” attached. 

 
December 30 - Stories and carols with guest musician Glenda Varty. Gary Faulkner will be performing a solo. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,  

because there was no place for them in the inn  
 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/christmas-sunday-school-lesson-for-children/
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If there ever was a season of traditions, it is the Christmas season.  All of us have routines and rituals that we will 
follow.  For some of us, it is how the ornaments that hang on our tree are arranged - making sure that the ornaments 
made by the kids and grandchildren hang front and centre. For some of us, it is in the foods that we serve – making 
sure that the traditional family recipes are included in the Christmas feast. For some, it is in how the presents are 
opened – one at a time or all at once. For many, attending the Christmas Eve service is part of their family tradition. 
And within the service itself there are the important traditions – the Christmas story read from the Gospel of Luke, 
the communion, and the candlelight.  For me, an important tradition has always been to end the service in  
candlelight, singing ‘Silent Night’.  
 
When I was a teenager, my family attended the midnight service at Trinity United Church in Uxbridge.  The service 
would end with the church darkened and the light of the Christ candle would be passed from candle to candle around 
the outside of the church.  My siblings created a new tradition of carrying the lit candles home from the church. We 
would carry them through the darkness of the evening, jockeying the candles to protect them from the winter  
elements, relighting one quickly if one was blown out by the wind, and holding our candles carefully as we got into 
the cars and drove home. Once home we would light the candles on our family Advent wreath using the  flame from 
Christ candle from church as we proclaimed that the Light of the World was now in our home and in our lives.  
 
When we recall the memories of our family Christmases past, it is often with bittersweet emotions as we remember 
family members who are no longer with us, who struggle with broken family relationships or who have to deal with 
circumstances that prevent families from getting together for Christmas.  Against the background of Christmas  
music, decorations, parades, friends, families, parties, and gifts, the absence of such opportunities adds an  
exaggerated level of pressure and stress for those people who live in the shadow of a traumatic personal  
experience.  When it seems that the whole world is celebrating the joy of the season, it is important that we are  
aware of those for whom the season of Christmas is one of sorrow and loss.   
 
For each of us, there is a tradition that goes back for generations and centuries to that first Christmas when the  
shepherds came to the manger to see, to confirm what they had been told and to worship the Christ child. The Gospel 
reading says “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.”  All of us are still invited to come to the manger – whether literally or figuratively to see what Christ is all about. 
Regardless of where we are on our faith journey, we constantly come before Jesus to seek answers to problems, to 
ask for guidance in our daily lives and to request help in our times of need.  And Jesus is there.   
 
This Christmas, regardless of your family traditions, come to the manger.  Rediscover the miracle that has come to 
pass – the coming of the Messiah, the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Relive the wonder of the shepherds, the joy of 
the angels, and the adoration of the magi. For unto YOU is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.  
 

Susan 

 
Note: As publisher of the Epistle, I would like to thank Susan for her contributions to the Epistle for the last three months.  I have found her 
articles to be thought-provoking, insightful and relative to today.  You are truly blessed Susan, and St. Paul’s is very lucky to have you as a 
member of our congregation. 
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Financially Speaking : Update October 31, 2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
October givings of $20,442 were above our budget target by $3,663.  This is terrific.  Our October expenses of 
$19,599 were more than we expected ($16,779), but because total donations were also higher than expected, we  
finished the month in a positive position ($823).  So far this year, we have spent $5,488 more than we have received.  
Since our original forecast was to be in a negative position of -$17,798 at this point in the year, our financial position 
is actually $12,310 better than we expected.  Fabulous.  Partially because October was such a good month, looking 
ahead to the end of December, we believe that our bank balance could be more than $6,800.  (Look at the chart  
below).  This is based upon our budget projections, both total donations and total expenses, proving true. 
 
Our Capital Account givings are very healthy at $18,133.  M&S givings are $12,180 so far this year.  Gifts such as 
these are a way for all of us to support the work of St. Paul’s as a part of our legacy to the world we have left behind. 
We will be making some essential repairs to our building shortly.  If you were at the congregational meeting on 
November 18 you will already know this.  If not, it was voted upon and approved that we will be re-shingling part of 
our roof, realigning a piece of our eavestroughing, and repairing various components of our lift.  We will be  
paying for these repairs through a combination of interest-free loans from the Church Extension Council (paid over a 
three year period) and from our Capital Account.  The total of these expenses will be somewhere in the  
neighbourhood of $32,000; the bulk of it (roof) being paid for over the three year period already mentioned). 
 
Stewardship is rendered in many forms whether as gifts of time, talents and skills, or treasure.  Your gifts are  
appreciated.  Your gifts will help St. Paul's to continue to be a place for everyone to reach out to for worship and 
prayer, for comfort, for social interaction, and for help.   

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                 FINANCE 

Donations From All Sources October YTD 

What We Needed (from all sources) $16,779  $139,657 

Total We Received (including from the Building Fund) $20,442  $153,066 

What We Spent $19,599  $158,554 

Surplus / Shortfall (Total Received less What We Spent) $823  -$5,488 

     

Capital Fund Donations $984  $18,133 

M&S Donations $1,605  $12,180 
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Financially Speaking : Update October 31, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If anyone has any comments or simply just wishes to better understand this graph’s meaning and how this graph works, please contact Robert Hunt at 

416 458 5888.  All questions are welcome. 

 

Your Finance Committee 

 
 

 

December  2018     The Ep is t le                                                              
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   CONGREGATION CONNECTIONS 

Christmas Families 
 
This year we will continue the practice of providing our Christmas Families with Presidents Choice gift cards instead 
of buying groceries.  While the families are grateful for any assistance we can give them, the gift cards are preferred.  
 
Last year we helped 12 families and in order to cover the cost of the groceries we provided in the past we will need a 
President’s Choice gift card of $100.00 for each family.  I will also purchase Walmart gift cards so that parents can 
leave a surprise from Santa under the tree Christmas morning. 
 
You will find specially labelled green envelopes in the pew racks. You can leave cash or a cheque, payable to St. 
Paul’s United Church with “Christmas Families” on the memo line in the green envelope and place it on the offering 
plate or drop off your donation to the office. If you do not find a green envelope in your pew rack then just use one of 
the regular envelopes and mark it Christmas Families.  
 
The last day to make a contribution will be December 9, 2018.  If you have any questions or concerns please  
contact me in the office 905 683 4740.  
 

Catharine Ottaway 

 
Mitten Tree 

 

St. Paul’s Mitten Tree is set up in the Narthex and is ready to be decorated with hats, scarfs, mittens 
and gloves of all sizes. They can be handmade or purchased.  Some of the items left on the tree will 
be included with the Gift Cards for our Christmas Families, the rest will be delivered to the 
Southside Worship Centre. 
 

Catharine Ottaway 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant 
 
On Christmas Eve, St. Paul’s will transform itself into an old-fashioned radio studio as  
we present Case 316:  The Broken Bethlehem By-law, an old-fashioned radio drama.   
Written in the style of the old-time radio detective shows, join our Biblical detectives, John and 
Luke, as they head to Bethlehem to discover who or what has broken the Bethlehem noise and 
light by-law.  
  
St. Paul’s United Church Radio (SPUC Radio) will be broadcasting their special  
Christmas Eve service at 7:00 on December 24th.  You won’t want to miss the opportunity to be 
part of the studio audience for this special broadcast.   

 
 

Christmas Carols During Advent 
 

As is our tradition at St. Paul’s, we’ll be singing your favorite Christmas Carols before the morning service, from 
10:25 am to 10:35 am beginning on December 2, 2018 (We also sing Carols on Christmas Eve from 6:45 pm to  
7:00 pm)  Come with your favorite titles in mind, or arrive a few minutes early to find your favorite in Voices United 
35 to 78 and also 91. 
 
Why not invite a friend who is looking for an opportunity to sing carols and get in the mood for Christmas?! 



 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH PRESENTS 

CASE 316:  THE BROKEN BETHLEHEM BYLAW 

AN OLD-FASHIONED RADIO DRAMA 
Monday, December 24, 2018 

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 

 

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE 

Monday, December 24, 2018 
11:15  pm—12 midnight 

 

St. Paul’s United Church 
65 Kings Crescent, Ajax, ON L1S 2M4 

For more information please email office@stpaulsajax.org or  

visit our website at www.stpaulsajax.org. 

 

St. Paul’s is a handicapped accessible facility.  

Follow us on Facebook.  

.  

CHRISTMAS EVE  

SERVICES 

mailto:office@stpaulsajax.org
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtmKv6vNHeAhXvdN8KHfflDb4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fchristmas-eve-worship-service-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw0ks20uKPMROeykNkwvmQoO&ust=1542202163
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1 Thessalonians 5:18: – “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 

I want to extend my appreciation to everyone who was able to come out and participate in our November 18, 2018 
congregational meeting.  By my (rather unscientific) count we had almost 60 people in attendance, and we made some 
important decisions in support of our church.   
 
Before I give a quick recap of the meeting, I want to extend a special thank you to some specific groups and/or  
individuals who helped make our meeting a success. I want to thank The Men’s Group for providing us with a lovely 
continental brunch between our worship service and the start of the congregation meeting.  I want to thank Rev.  
Stephen Davis from Pickering Village United Church (PVUC) who had to fight his way through heavy traffic because 
of a power outage in order to attend our meeting with us. I want to thank our Church Council and Rev. Karen Smart 
from PVUC for helping pull together and then finalize the agenda.  I want to thank the presenters who walked us 
through all of the materials they shared.  I want to thank Dorothy Wilkins and the UCW for the microphones we used 
so everyone could hear the presenters.  And I want to thank my wife Crystal for helping setup the chairs ahead of the 
meeting, and then capturing the minutes during the meeting.   
 
Rev. Stephen Davis opened the meeting with a lovely devotion centered around the theme of “Let There Be Light”, 
which was quite fitting given the power outage that was occurring in Pickering Village at the time. 
 
I read a written report that I received from Kim Lawrance, who is providing Pastoral Care for St. Paul’s while Rev. 
Cordelia is on sabbatical. In her report, Kim expressed regrets for not being able to attend our meeting in person  
because her church was hosting a Turkey Dinner on the same day and she was busy helping with that. Kim also  
highlighted that she is keeping regular office hours in Cordelia’s office on Wednesdays from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm, 
and she invited everyone to feel free to give her a call or visit with her in person if they are in need of support.  
 
Robert Hunt walked us through the financial reports, which showed that we’re in a much better financial position than 
we originally forecasted as we were locking down the 2018 budget back in February. And based on Robert’s rolling 
forecast, he is currently estimating that our closing bank balance will be somewhere around $6,885.00 at the end of  
December if everything goes as currently planned. 
 
Catharine Ottaway and Marie Nesbitt from the LEAP committee distributed copies of the Partnering Possibilities, and 
asked those in attendance to provide feedback on which options they would like the LEAP committee to explore in 
more detail.  The feedback was collected through “ballots”, which will be tabulated and shared with the congregation 
as soon as the results are available. There were a lot of questions around this topic during the meeting, so I just want 
to highlight here that this vote was “non-binding”.  The results that were captured are only being used to help guide 
the LEAP committee, so they can narrowing their focus and gather more information on only those partnering  
possibilities that the congregation is interested in exploring further. But we are a long way away from making any 
final decisions. And of course, the LEAP Committee will make sure the congregation is informed and actively in-
volved in any decisions that need to be made if and/or when we get to that point.  
 
Dave Eagleson let the congregation know that we need to replace the roof over the sanctuary, and that he had  
collected 3 quotes from local reputable roofing companies.  The congregation then accepted a motion from Dave to 
reach out to the Church Extension Council to secure an interest free loan to pay for the new roof from one of the  
companies who provided a quote.  And finally, Peter Tietze let the congregation know that we have 2 issues with the 
elevator which both require immediate attention.  The key locks need to be replaced, and there is water coming into 
the elevator shaft that needs to be resolved. The congregation accepted a motion from Peter to allow him to move  
forward with both repairs, which will be paid for from the Capital account. 
 
As I have come to know over the past couple of years, hosting a congregational meeting is a team sport. And I for one 
feel extremely grateful that we have such an active and engaged congregation here at St. Paul’s United Church. 
 
Blessings to all, 

Stuart 

CONGREGATIONAL CHAIR 
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St. Paul's General Meeting 
 

Our UCW General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 21, 2018 at 1:00 pm. The 
event for the afternoon will be a “Christmas Program” provided by Karen Strong and 
some helpers. 
 
Please bring some cookies and sweets to share with our members. Don't forget to bring 
extra to be delivered to our shut-in's. Tins and a Christmas Card will be provided.  Also a 
reminder we will have sign up sheets for Coffee, Tea, Snacks and Devotion. This will 

save time at our Annual January meeting  
 
Please plan to join us and don't forget to bring a friend and enjoy an afternoon of fun and laughter along with a  
Christmas Program and devotion. Hope to see you all there.  If anyone needs a ride please phone Valerie Wilson at 
905-683-8798 the day before to arrange for pick up time. 
 

Cookbooks for Christmas 
 

Are you looking for the perfect Christmas gift for family or friends?  Look no  
longer.   
 
The St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook makes the ideal gift for all situations.  Need a 
secret Santa gift? Get a St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook.  Want a hostess gift? Get a 
St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook.  Can’t think of what to get for that hard-to-buy for 
sister-in-law? Get a St. Paul’s Heritage Cookbook.  
 
To purchase a cookbook, contact Jennifer Cree or Susan Reed or leave a message 
for them through the church office.  Cookbooks cost $20.00 and provide delicious 
recipes and inspirational stories.  
 

Bazaar Update 

Our Bazaar this year raised $4,265.00 as of November 26, 2018.  I would like to thank everyone who volunteered  
either by making something to donate or by helping supply food for the lunchroom, bake table and country kitchen.  
Thank you to the convenors who took on the responsibilities of overseeing the lunchroom, including the kitchen and 
serving, the bake table, country kitchen, the craft tables and the vendors.  Without everyone’s help, the bazaar could 
not continue. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Jennifer Cree 

 

 

 

UCW 
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LEAP (LEAD ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND PARTNERING GROUP) 

RESULTS OF VOTE AT NOVEMBER 18 2018 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
 

Background: 
As a result of the discernment process it was mandated by Council that an environmental assessment committee be 
created.  Later a partnering committee was also created to respond to the financial challenges of St. Paul’s.  In  
conversation regarding the formation of these groups we realized the two groups would need to work closely together 
and so a joint group was formed.  
  
The first meeting of LEAP was held on June 7 2018.  The members of the committee are:  Sharon Castellarin, Robert 
Hunt, Marie Nesbitt, Catharine Ottaway and Dorothy Wilkins.  Members Bruce Cooper and Rev. Cordelia Karpenko 
are on a leave of absence. 
 
Possibilities for Partnering: 
LEAP presented the following possibilities for partnership at the June 24 2018 congregational meeting and asked you 
to consider them over the summer.  We were charged with the task of conducting a vote on the options before the  
return of Rev. Karpenko.   
 
The vote was conducted at the November 18 2018 congregational meeting with supervising minister Rev. Stephen 
Davis from Pickering Village United Church  in attendance.  We asked you to answer yes or no to each one of the 
options.  Sixty people completed a ballot and the results are below. 

 
Option 1:  Yes: 40, No: 19, No answer: 1 
Amalgamation into a one-point pastoral charge; Two or more United Church congregations join to become one  
congregation under one or more clergy. 
 
Option 2:  Yes: 29, No: 26, No answer: 5 
Amalgamation into a multi-point pastoral charge; Two or more United Church congregations share one clergy person, 
remaining separate congregations but in one pastoral charge. 

 
Option 3:  Yes: 20, No: 35, No answer: 5 
Ecumenical shared ministry; Two congregations of different denominations become one congregation blending the 
traditions of both. 
 
Option 4:  Yes: 51, No: 6, No answer: 3 
Renting our space to other churches or faith groups with or without engagement with the other congregations. 
 
Option 5:  Yes 33, No: 21, No answer: 6 
Sharing a building with another church(es) or faith group(s) with or without engagement with other congregation(s). 
 
Option 6: Yes: 25, No: 24, No answer: 11 
Possibilities resulting from National Structural changes effective January 2, 2019.  More information to follow. 
 
Next Steps: 
Thank you to all who were able to stay for the congregational meeting and provide feedback through the voting pro-
cess.  Because LEAP has two roles – environmental assessment and partnering exploration – we'll now look closer at 
our church building's physical condition and its ability to carry us forward into the future, always mindful of the part-
nering voting results. 

 
The LEAP Committee 

LEAP 
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Have you Liked the St. Paul's United Church Facebook page? 

 
According to Wikipedia, over 2 billion people a month are using Facebook to exchange messages, post status updates, 
share photos, videos and links.  Facebook allows people to share information with their friends, their families, their 
customers and colleagues.  Through "groups" and "business pages", people can also form communities or learn more 
about things that interest them. 
 
St. Paul's United Church has two Facebook pages that are helping us to show and share the difference God's love in 
Christ makes in our lives.     
 
The first one is a closed group that people can join to share information on the worship, programs and activities and 
outreach work of SPUC in order to support each other and the broader community.  Only members can see who is in 
the group and what they post.  Requests to join the group are always welcome.  You can find the page when you are 
in Facebook by typing St. Paul's United Church into the top left hand corner next to the Facebook icon and the group 
name will come up. 
 
@SPUCAjax is our public facing Facebook page and anyone can like or follow our page to have information on our 
worship services, outreach and activities instantly delivered into their Facebook news feed.  Information posted here 
is shareable with everyone and so is a great way for you to invite family, friends, neighbours and colleagues into the 
life of the Church with the Open Arms. 
 
If you are on Facebook and want to help spread the word about St. Paul's consider liking or following the public  
facing page and encouraging others to do the same.  If you want to join the dialogue with others, consider joining the 
group page. 
 
If you have any questions, please check out the links below or talk to a member of the Communications Committee.  
The link to St. Paul’s website is www.stpaulsajax.org 

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 
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Successful Open House/Bring a Friend Night 

On October 18, 2018 when the Senior Choir held its annual Open House/Bring a Friend Night, they were joined by 5 
guests! 
 
Some were former Choir members, while others were just curious to see what a choir practice was like.  If you’re  
considering joining the choir, you are welcome any week. 
 
We meet Thursday evenings from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm and Sunday morning from 9:30 am.  We have openings for all 
voice types!  If you are just curious and would like to see how we fill our practice time, plan to attend next Fall’s 
Open House on October 17, 2019.   
 
For more info, speak to any Choir Member or call Lois at 905-427-3800 or email her at lcraigbflat@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
On Sunday, January 27, 2018 The Ladies Exercise Class invites you to: 

                            Tom Rosebush – The Full Story 
 

Some of you have heard bits and pieces of Tom’s story, concerning his having been adopted and his recent search to 
find his family. 
 
Tom has put together an hour long presentation that he has generously offered to share with St. Paul’s on January 27, 
2019. 
 
So, plan to bring a bag lunch and stay after the morning service to hear the complete story.  We have reserved  
the Fellowship Room, and the sanctuary.  If there is a large group in attendance, we’ll use the sanctuary after having 
eaten our lunch in the Gathering Place.  If a smaller group, we’ll use the Fellowship Room where we’ll eat our lunch. 
 
A freewill offering will be taken. 
 
All are welcome!!! 
 
 
 
 

CHOIR UPDATE CHOIR UPDATE 

                                                                                   LADIES EXERCISE GROUP 
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JOIN WITH US TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE GOD.  

 

Sunday Worship  -  10:30 am 

 

 

Wheelchair Accessible  -  Hearing Assistance 

 

 

Sunday School and Nursery Care available during Sunday Worship. 

Fellowship and coffee time follows every worship service. 

Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of the month.  

 

 

Baptisms and Weddings may be arranged by  

calling the Church Office.  

Meeting Space is available for booking.  

Our office is open weekdays from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

 

 

Minister:  the Rev. Cordelia Karpenko 

Office Administrator:  Catharine Ottaway 

Music Director:  Lois Craig 

 

 

We come to experience, show and share the difference God’s love 

in Christ makes in our lives.  We strive to be a people growing  

spiritually while reaching out to others in response to Jesus Christ.  

 

 

65 King’s Cres.,  

Ajax, ON  L1S 2M4 

Phone: 905-683-4740 

E-mail: 

office@stpaulsajax.org 

St. Paul’s United Church 

We’re on the web! 

www.stpaulsajax.org 

The next Epistle will be  
issued on December 28, 
2018. 
 
DEADLINE for articles is  
December 21, 2018. 
 
Please send articles to       
Wendy Mason at             
goosemason@yahoo.ca  


