
Friday April 10, 2020 

Good Friday 
 

WELCOME 
 

VU = Voices United Hymn Book 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Prelude:  Da Jesus an dem Kreuze stund                     arr. J.C. Bach 
 

Call to Worship 
On this day we gather to remember Jesus our Savior 
who loved us and gave himself for us. 
Let us draw near in full assurance of God’s endless love and mercy. 
We give our thanks and praise to Jesus Christ 
who carries our sorrows, 
heals our wounds, 
and redeems us from sin and death. 
written by Marlene Kropf, in Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross: Good 
Friday Service.  Posted on Mennonite Church Canada Resource 
Centre website. http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/ 
 

Prayer of Approach 
At the foot of the cross we gather, dear God, to witness again 
the dying of your Son, our friend, our saviour, Jesus.  
We come also to bear witness how his suffering and death 
touch and change us, save and redeem us.  
Beyond words of explanation we know that he is here, upon the 
cross, on account of his love for us and people everywhere. 
Therefore we are not here as voyeurs of some grotesque drama, 
nor mourners come too early for the wake, but suppliants of his 
mercy with hearts grieving, yet more grateful than prayers can 
express.  
This, then, is our simple offering, that we keep faith, so far as 
we may, and watch with him, even over him for your sake.  
Amen Duncan Wilson 
 

Hymn:  VU 135, Beneath the Cross of Jesus (1) 
Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand: 
the shadow of a mighty rock 
within a weary land, 
a home within the wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat 
and the burden of the day. 

(2) 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus 
my eyes at times can see 
the very dying form of one 
who suffered there for me;  
and from my smitten heart, with tears, 
two wonders I confess, 
the wonder of his glorious love, 
and my unworthiness. 
 

I take, O cross, your shadow 
for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine than 
the sunshine of his face, 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all, the cross. 
 

Scripture:  N.T. page 53, Mark 15: 16 - 39 
 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 
16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, 
the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole 
cohort.  
17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on him.  
18 And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  
19 They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in 
homage to him.  
20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 
21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, 
to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander 
and Rufus.  
22 Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means the place of a skull).  
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 
24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take. 
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The 
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 
27 And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one  
on his left. 

http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/


(3) 
 

29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days,  
30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!”  
31 In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself.  
32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross 
now, so that we may see and believe.”  Those who were crucified 
with him also taunted him. 
 

The Death of Jesus 
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon.  
34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 
35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is 
calling for Elijah.”  
36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, 
and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to take him down.”  
37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  
38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
39 Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 
way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 

Ministry of Music:  Vidala                                                   Ginastera 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer: 
Let us pray, brothers and sisters,  
for the holy church of God throughout the world, 
that God may guide it and gather it together 
so that we may worship God in peace and tranquility. 
silence 
God of power and love, 
you have shown your compassion in Jesus Christ. 
Guide the work of the church. 
Help it to persevere in faith 
and to proclaim your name to people everywhere.  
Let us pray for all who serve the church 
with the gifts God gives them. 
silence 

(4) 
 

God of power and love, 
your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and sustain all who minister. 
Keep them in health and safety 
and help each of us to do faithfully 
the work to which you have called us. 
Let us pray for all preparing for baptism 
and reaffirmation of faith, 
that they may respond to God’s love 
and grow in grace all their life. 
silence  
God of power and love, 
you bless the church with new members. 
Nurture them in faith. 
Bring them to new birth as your children. 
Keep them in the company of the saints. 
Let us pray for all who do not know God, 
that the light of the Holy Spirit 
may awaken them to faith. 
Silence 
God of power and love, 
may all your children everywhere 
know your goodness. 
Help us, your church, 
to become more perfect witnesses of your grace 
so that all may see you in us. 
Let us pray for all in positions of power 
in government and business 
that God may guide their hearts and minds 
so all may live in peace and justice. 
silence 
God of power and love, 
defender of the poor and oppressed, 
call to account the rulers of this world, 
so that people everywhere may enjoy 
justice, peace, and freedom 
and a fair share of the goodness of creation. 
Let us prayer all who are sick or dying, 
all who are homeless or in prison, 
and for all who suffer from hunger or violence. 
silence 
 



(5) 
 

God of power and love, 
strength of the weary, 
hope of the despairing, 
hear the cries of your suffering children 
and give us the courage to be agents of your love for them. 
We pray in the name of Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Spoken 
 

Hymn:  VU 149, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (2) 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God: 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small: 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Postlude:  Shepherd Care                                       arr. W.H. Hewlett 
 

(1)Words: Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane,  Musice: Fredeick Charls Maker 

(2)Words: Isaac Watts, Musice: adapt. Edward Miller, Samuel Webbe 


