
Thursday April 9, 2020 

Maundy Thursday 
 

WELCOME 
 

VU = Voices United Hymn Book 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Scripture:  N.T. page 86, Luke 22: 7 - 13 
 

The Preparation of the Passover 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover 
lamb had to be sacrificed.  
8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the 
Passover meal for us that we may eat it.”  
9 They asked him, “Where do you want us to make preparations for 
it?”  
10 “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man 
carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he 
enters  
11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where 
is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ 
12 He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make 
preparations for us there.”  
13 So they went and found everything as he had told them; and they 
prepared the Passover meal. 
 

Call to Worship: 
God is my light and my salvation: whom shall I fear? 

God is the strength of my life:  whom shall I dread? 

I am seeking your presence, O God. 

Do not abandon me to my foes.   

There are people who hate me;  

there are things that control me;  

there are places that frighten me. 

Trust in God.  Stand fast and have courage. 

Help us this night not to fall away.    
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,  

and give us the courage to withstand. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(2) 
 

Opening Prayer: 
Holy God, we come to worship in the gathering shadows of 
Jesus’ suffering and death.  
We come with his friends, the men and women who have 
followed him in every place and generation, to live once again 
this story of service and betrayal, of weakness and courage.  
We come to witness your love in action.  
Be with us, we pray, in Jesus’ name.  Amen  
 

Hymn:  VU 130, An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare, Verse 1 (1) 
An upper room did our Lord prepare 
for those he loved until the end: 
and his disciples still gather there  
to celebrate their risen Friend. 
 
 

SERVING 
 

Scripture:  N.T. page 107, John 13: 1 – 17 
 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper  
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God,  
4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself.  
5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?”  
7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.”  
8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”  
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!”  
10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though 
not all of you.”  
11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not 
all of you are clean.” 
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12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you?  
13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. 
 

Scripture:  N.T. page 108, John 13: 31b - 35 
 

The New Commandment 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  
32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once.  
33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come.’  
34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 
I have loved you, you also should love one another.  
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
 

Prayer: 
This is the night of love. 
Jesus washed his disciples' feet, 
reversing roles of master and student 
servant and host, 
and told them to do the same 
to show the world God's love and theirs. 
 

On this night, we cannot wash each other's hands and feet, 
but we can obey Christ's command to love others 
as he has loved us. 
Let Christ love you, 
and share that love with the world. 
 

Sung Response – VU 147,What Wondrous Love is This, Verse 2 (2) 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of life 
to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
to lay aside his crown for my soul. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

Scripture:  N.T. page 86, Luke 22: 14 - 20 
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The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the 
apostles with him.  
15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer;  
16 for I tell you, I will not eat it[a] until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.”  
17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and 
divide it among yourselves;  
18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.”  
19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup 
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.  
 

Hymn:  VU 130, An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare, Verse 2 (3) 
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: 
to share his bread, his loving cup. 
Whatever burdens may bow us down, 
he by his cross shall lift us up. 
 

Prayer for the Agape Meal                     Katey Schwind Williams 
The Lord be with you  
and also with you.  
Lift up your hearts  
we lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Gracious God of all times and places, we give you thanks that even 
in the midst of a pandemic, you are with us.  We give you thanks that 
even as we are parted by our desire to keep one another safe, we’re 
united in spirit.  We give you thanks that even as we bring our 
assorted foods to our individual tables—bread, juice, crackers, wine, 
cookies, milk—we are gathered together as your people in this one 
meal that we share.  
 

Throughout history, your people have found themselves in exile and 
wilderness, unable to worship you in the ways that meant so much to 
them.  And yet, you were there.  You were with Abraham as he 
migrated from his homeland, you were with the enslaved Hebrew 
people in Egypt, you were with them in the wilderness, you were with  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A+14+-+20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25872a
https://www.facebook.com/kateyschwindwilliams?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDozMzk4NzI1NTI2ODA4MjQyXzMzOTg3MjU4NzM0NzQ4NzQ%3D
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the Israelites in exile, and you are with us even now, O Lord. 
Nothing, not slavery, nor exile, nor even pandemic, can separate us 
from your love.  
 

Be with your people now, O God, as we gather once again, 
separated by distance but united in love, to share a holy meal 
together.  As we eat our food, remind us of Christ’s body, broken for 
us.  As we drink from our cup, remind us of Christ’s blood, shed for 
us all.  Fortify us for the days ahead of us, that we might never forget 
the bond of humanity that connects us all through your love for us. 
All this we pray, in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who taught 
us to pray, saying … 
The Lord’s Prayer: spoken 
 

Agape Meal 
 

Sung Response – VU 147 Verse 2 (3) 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 
what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of life 
to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
to lay aside his crown for my soul. 
 

GOING FORTH 
 

Scripture:  N.T. page 87, Luke 22: 47 - 62 
 

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one 
called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached 
Jesus to kiss him;  
48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are 
betraying the Son of Man?”  
49 When those who were around him saw what was coming, they 
asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?”  
50 Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his 
right ear.  
51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and 
healed him.  
52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple 
police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out 
with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit?  
53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 
hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!” 
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Peter Denies Jesus 
54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance.  
55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat 
down together, Peter sat among them.  
56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and 
said, “This man also was with him.”  
57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.”  
58 A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one 
of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”  
59 Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this 
man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.”  
60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At 
that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed.  
61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows 
today, you will deny me three times.”  
62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 

Hymn:  VU 130, An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare,  
             Verses 3, 4 (4) 
And after supper he washed their feet, 
for service, too, is sacrament. 
In Christ our joy shall be made complete: 
sent out to serve, as he was sent. 
 

No end there is! We depart in peace. 
He loves beyond the uttermost: 
in every room in our Father's house 
Christ will be there, as Lord and Host. 
 

Commissioning and Benediction 
 

 
1,3,4:  Words: Fred Pratt Green, Hope Publishing Company 

2: Words and Music: American folk hymn  

 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

We gather to experience, show and share the difference 

God’s love in Christ makes in our lives. 

We strive to be a people growing spiritually, 

while reaching out to others in response to Jesus Christ. 

 

 


