
Sunday April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday 
 

WELCOME 
 

VU = Voices United Hymn Book 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Prelude:  Courante                                                        J.J. Froberger 
 

Call to Worship: 

We join with the crowd 
that eagerly awaited the coming of Jesus. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Fulfilling prophecy, Jesus entered the city 
riding humbly on a donkey. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Jesus’ followers were excited, filled with anticipation. 
Yet, within a few short days, 
they were scattered, disillusioned, and frightened, 
unwilling to follow as far as Christ would have them go. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
We, too, long to join the triumphal procession, 
only to find ourselves burdened by the past, fearful of the future, 
reluctant to accept the way of the cross. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Yet this Palm Sunday, we receive palm branches, 
a reminder of the welcome offered to Jesus 
as he travelled toward the cross. 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Like the crowd in Jerusalem 2000 years ago, 
we take our palm branches and greet Jesus, shouting: 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
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Opening Hymn:  VU 122, All Glory, Laud and Honour (1) 
 

All glory, laud and honour 

to you, Redeemer, King, 

to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

You are the King of Israel, 

and David's royal son, 

now in the Lord's name coming, 

our King and blessed one.  R 
 

The multitude of pilgrims 

with palms before you went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 

before you we present.  R 
 

To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise; 

to you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise.  R 
 

Their praises you accepted; 

accept the prayers we bring, 

great author of all goodness, 

O good and gracious king.  R 
 

Prayer of Approach: 

Merciful God, 
as we enter Holy Week 
and gather in your house of prayer, 
turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, 
to the life, death. and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Bring us at the last with him and all the faithful 
to your new Jerusalem, 
your kingdom of peace and justice for all. 
We ask it in the name of Jesus.  Amen 
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THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Scripture Reading:   

O.T. page 565, Psalm 118, 1 - 2, 19 – 29 
 

A Song of Victory 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

2 Let Israel say, 
    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the LORD. 
 

20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
 

22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

23 This is the LORD’s doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 
    O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 
 

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
 

27 The LORD is God, 
    and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 
 
 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God, I will extol you. 
 

29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 

This is the Word of God  

Thanks be to God  
 

(4) 
 

Scripture Reading:   

N.T. page 23, Matthew 21: 1 – 11 
 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem  
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
 

 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. 
 

 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 
 

 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 
 

 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;  
 

7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, 
and he sat on them.  
 

8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
 

 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, 
 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
“Who is this?”  
 

11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth 
in Galilee.” 
 

This is the Gospel of Christ  

Thanks be to God  
                  

Ministry of Music:  Allegro                                          arr. G. Bantock                                                                         
 

Reflection:  Rev. Cordelia Karpenko 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Time of Offering 
 

The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concern 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Spoken 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 

Closing Hymn:  VU 422, God Be with You till We Meet Again (2) 
 

God be with you till we meet again; 

loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd's care enfold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Till we meet, till we meet, 

till we meet at Jesus' feet; 

till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

God be with you till we meet again; 

unseen wings protecting hide you, 

daily manna still provide you; 

God be with you till we meet again.  R 
  

God be with you till we meet again; 

when life's perils thick confound you, 

put unfailing arms around you; 

God be with you till we meet again.  R 
  

God be with you till we meet again; 

keep love's banner floating o'er you, 

smite death's threatening wave before you; 

God be with you till we meet again.  R 
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Closing Prayer: 
O God, in Jesus Christ 
you triumphantly entered Jerusalem, 
thus beginning a week of pain and sorrow. 
In these days of defeat and victory, 
you have brought together 
humiliation and exaltation, 
death and resurrection. 
Be with us now, as we follow in joy and in sorrow 
the way of the cross, 
in the footsteps of Jesus our Saviour.  Amen 
 

Blessing 
 

Postlude:  All Hail, King Jesus                                             D. Moody 
 
(1)Words: Theodulp of Orleans, Trans. John Mason Neale 
     Music:  Melchior Teschner 

 
(2)Words: Jeremiah # Rankin 
    Music:  William G. Tomer 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


