
Sunday May 3, 2020 

4th Sunday of Easter 
 

WELCOME 
 

VU = Voices United Hymn Book 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Prelude:  Menuet                                           Jean-Francois Dandrieu 
 

Call to Worship: 

Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! 
This day God calls us  
to be people of the resurrection! 
Let us take our place in the procession 
of all who have celebrated Christ’s resurrection 
through the centuries. 
Amen!  Alleluia! 
Let us live out the power of Christ raised from the dead. 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 
Let us worship God! 
Amen! 
 

Opening Hymn:  VU 164, The Day of Resurrection (1) 
 

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the passover of gladness, the passover of God! 

From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 
 

Our hearts be free of evil, that we may see aright 

the Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light, 

and, listening to the accents, may hear so calm and plain 

Christ's own 'All hail!' and, hearing, may raise 

the victor strain. 
 

Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, and all that 

is therein; 

let all things seen and unseen their notes 

of gladness blend, 

for Christ indeed is risen, our Joy that has no end. 

 

 

(2) 
 

Prayer of Approach: 

Servant Christ,  
help us to follow you out of the dark tomb, 
to share daily your resurrection life, 
to be renewed daily in your image of love, 
to be used daily as your new Body 
in your service to the world. 
Servant Christ, help us to follow you. 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Scripture Reading:  John Scott 

1 Thessalonians 1: 1 – 10 
 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly  
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you,  
5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just 
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
your sake.  
6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 
Spirit,  
7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia.  
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has 
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it.  
9 For the people of those regions report about us what kind of 
welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, 
to serve a living and true God,  
10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

This is the Word of God 

Thanks be to God  
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Scripture Reading:  John Scott 

Acts 17: 1 – 9 
 

1After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the 

Jews. 
2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days 

argued with them from the scriptures,  
3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to 

suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is the Messiah, 

Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.”  
4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a 

great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading 

women.  
5 But the Jews became jealous, and with the help of some ruffians in 

the marketplaces they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. 

While they were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them out to the 

assembly, they attacked Jason’s house.  
6 When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some 

believers before the city authorities, shouting, “These people who 

have been turning the world upside down have come here also,  
7 and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting 

contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another 

king named Jesus.”  
8 The people and the city officials were disturbed when they heard 

this,  
9 and after they had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let 

them go. 
 

This is the Word of God 

Thanks be to God  
 

Ministry of Music:  Sicilienne                               Daniel Gottlob Turk 
 

Reflection:  Rev. Cordelia Karpenko 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Time of Offering 
 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God,  
Creator of light, Giver of all life, Source of love.  
You guide the sun, cradle the moon, and toss the stars.  
At your word the earth was made  
and spun on its course among the planets.  
You breathe life into us 
and set us among all your creatures,  
in a covenant of love and service.  
Even when we turn away from you, you do not forsake us.  
You send your prophets to proclaim your justice,  
to remind us of your promise of peace,  
and to call us back to you.      
 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit,  
we praise you for your love revealed to us in Jesus,  
who walks with us, our Wisdom and our Way,  
sharing our joy and sorrow,  
healing the sick,  
feeding the hungry,  
and setting the captive free.  
So it is that we join the song of all creation to  
proclaim your goodness: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Mighty and tender God, in Jesus of Nazareth 
we recognize the fullness of your grace: 
light, life, and love, revealed 
in words that confront and comfort us, 
in teachings that challenge and change us, 
in compassion that heals and frees us. 
And now we gather at this table to remember  
and to be filled with such longing for your realm,   
that we may rise together 
to turn our worship into witness 
and to follow in your way. 
 

We remember that when Jesus ate with his friends,  
he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it,  
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:  
“Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.  
Each time you do this, remember me.”  
Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks,  
passed it to his friends, saying:  
“Drink. This cup that is poured out for you 
is the promise of God, made in my blood. 
Whenever you drink it, remember me.”   
 

At this time, we also remember  
all with whom you would have us share your feast. 
We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain . . . 
all who are ill or alone . . . 
all who live with fear, oppression, or hunger . . . 
for all whom the world counts as last and least . . . . 
We pray for the church and its varied ministries . . . 
for nations as they strive for peace and justice . . . 
for all our families and friends . . . . 
 

Loving God, we rejoice in the gift of your grace, 
remembering Christ’s life and death, 
proclaiming his resurrection,  
waiting in hope for his coming again. 
Grant that, in praise and thanksgiving,  
we may so offer ourselves to you 
that our lives may proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ has risen.  
Christ will come again. 
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Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, 
that all who share in this loaf and cup 
may be the body of Christ:  
light, life, and love in the world. 
In this hope and as your people, we praise you. 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours, God most holy,  
now and forever.   Amen  
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Spoken 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 

Closing Hymn:  VU 560, O Master, Let me Walk with Thee (2) 
 

O Master, let me walk with thee 

in lowly paths of service free; 

teach me thy secret, help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

with some clear, winning word of love; 

teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

Teach me thy patience; still with thee, 

in closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sure and strong, 

in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 

in hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future's broadening way, 

in peace that only thou canst give, 

with thee, O Master, let me live. 
                                 

Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Postlude:  Christ for Me                                                  R.Geo. Halls 

 

 

 

 

1 Words: John of Damascus, translated by John Mason Neale.  

   Music: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Wirtembergischen Katholischen Hofkapelle.  
 

2 Words: Washington Gladden 1879. Music: Henry Percy Smith 1874.  


