
Sunday June 28, 2020 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WELCOME 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

Prelude:  Joy in Sorrow                                                     I.D. Sankey 
 

Call to Worship:   

Greetings to our brothers and sisters in the faith.  

We come to celebrate God’s presence, 

and God’s love expressed through Jesus Christ. 

We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry, 

and the life we are called to live. 

We come as a pilgrim people  

searching for ways to live out our faith. 

We come seeking the strength to carry on our journey. 

Let us rejoice in God’s gift to us! 
 

Opening Hymn:  VU 112, O God, how We Have Wandered (1) 
 

O God, how we have wandered 

and hidden from your face; 

in foolishness have squandered 

your legacy of grace. 

But how, in exile dwelling, 

we turn with fear and shame, 

as distant but compelling, 

you call us each by name. 
 

And now at length discerning 

the evil that we do, 

by faith we are returning 

with hope and trust in you. 

In haste you come to meet us, 

and home rejoicing bring, 

in gladness there to greet us 

with calf and robe and ring. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 
 

O God of all the living, 

both banished and restored, 

compassionate, forgiving, 

our peace and hope assured. 

Grant now that our transgressing, 

our faithlessness may cease. 

Stretch out your hand in blessing, 

in pardon, and in peace. 
   

Prayer of Approach: 

Wondrous God:  

you touch our lives with healing and with justice; 

new life is your gift. 

We praise you for the Good News 

which is ours through Jesus Christ. 

May this time of worship nourish us 

with your promise of meaning and purpose. 

May we be empowered to carry your goodness  

into the coming week. 

We pray in Jesus’ name, our Source and Saviour.  Amen 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

Scripture Reading:  Stuart McLean 

Deuteronomy 15: 1 - 2, 7 – 11 
 

1Every seventh year you 

shall grant a remission of 

debts.   
2 And this is the manner of 

the remission: every creditor 

shall remit the claim that is 

held against a neighbor, not 

exacting it of a neighbor 

who is a member of the 

community, because the 

LORD’s remission has been 

proclaimed. 
 

 

 

 



(3) 

 

7 If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community 
in any of your towns within the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy 
neighbor.  
8 You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet 
the need, whatever it may be.  
9 Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The 
seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore view your 
needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might 
cry to the LORD against you, and you would incur guilt.  

 

10 Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this 
account the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all 
that you undertake.  
11 Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I 
therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy 
neighbor in your land.” 
 

This is the Word of God 

Thanks be to God  
 

Scripture Reading:  Stuart McLean 
Luke 15: 11 – 32 
 

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons.  
12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property 
between them.  
13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled 
to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living.  
14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need.  
15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  
16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 
eating; and no one gave him anything.  
17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger!  
18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you;  
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.”’  

(4) 

 

20 So he set off and went to his 
father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and 
put his arms around him and 
kissed him. 
21 Then the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ 
22 But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the 
best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet.  
23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  
24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
 

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  
26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.  
27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’  
28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
and began to plead with him.  
29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been 
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends.  
30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’  
31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours.  
32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours 
was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 

This is the Gospel of Christ 

Thanks be to God  
 

Ministry of Music:  Andantino                                       Cesar Franck 
 

Reflection:  Rev. Cordelia Karpenko 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Time of Offering 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Spoken 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 

Closing Hymn:  VU 227, For the Fruit of All Creation (2) 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 

For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 

silent growth while we are sleeping, 

future needs in earth's safekeeping, thanks be to God. 
 

In the just reward of labour, God's will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbour, God's will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring 

for the hungry and despairing, 

in the harvests we are sharing, God's will is done. 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, 

for the truths that still confound us, 

most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
 

Commissioning and Benediction 
 

Postlude:  Pass It On                                                    G.C. Stebbins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Words: Kevin Nichols 1980 © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy. Music: 
Henry T. Smart 1836. 
 

2 Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Music: Welsh folk melody. 

 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 

We gather to experience, show and share the difference 

God’s love in Christ makes in our lives. 

We strive to be a people growing spiritually, 

while reaching out to others in response to Jesus Christ. 
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